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VANTARA  
 
In 1997 Reliance Industries built the world’s largest oil refining complex near Jamnagar Gujarat, 
called Jamnagar Refinery.  
 
Anant Ambani the youngest son of the Chairman of Reliance Industries  Limited, Mukesh Ambani, 
established the Vantara facility officially called the Greens Zoological, Rescue and Rehabilitation 
Centre (GZRRC). Vantara is located within the premises of Reliance Industries Jamnagar Refinery 
Complex.  
 
A proposal for the establishment of GZRRC was submitted on the 7th January 2019 to the 
Secretary of the Central Zoo Authority, this proposal was supported by Chief Wildlife Warden 
from the government of Gujarat, approval was granted shortly thereafter on the 12th February 
2019.  
 
In December 2020, an article published in Travel and Leisure, entitled Gujarat Will Host the 
Largest Zoo in the World. The article stated that the Zoo will add another element to the rich 
tourism circuit of the state. “As per the layout plan, the Zoo will have dedicated sections for 
different types of organisms.  These sections will be names such as the Aquatic Kingdom, 
Dragon’s Land, Exotic Island, Forest of India, Frog House, Indian Desert, Insectarium, Land of 
Rodent and Marshes of West Coast.” 
 
Anant Ambani announced that Vantara, meaning Star of the Forest, spans 3000 acres within the 
refinery, and according to reports, this initiative has successfully saved more than two hundred 
elephants and critical species such as rhinos, leopards and crocodiles.  Collaborations with 
rescue centres on global level, notably Mexico and Venezuela have substantially expanded its 
influence, stated the Economic Times in an article titled A Glimpse into Vantara, the Pet Project 
of Anant Ambani, that Rescued 2000 Animals.  
 
Vantara was officially launched on the 26th February 2024 amid reported plans  to collaborate 
with the World Wildlife Fund for Nature and the International Union for Conservation of Nature.  
 
Dr Brij Kishor Gupta, a former senior official with the Union Ministry of Environment, Forests and 
Climate Change, was hired by the Reliance Group. He is, according to reports, closely involved 
with the formulation of the masterplan for the zoo.  Brij Kishor Gupta is the director of the GZRRC, 
according to the GZRRC Annual Report for 2022 and 2023. 
 
Anant and his fiancé Radhika Merchant’s grand pre-wedding and wedding festivities made the 
international news headlines in 2024. The pre-wedding  celebrations were  held at Vantara.   

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Jamnagar
https://www.statista.com/statistics/981799/largest-oil-refineries-worldwide/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/travel/travel-news/all-about-vantara-the-3000-acre-animal-shelter-launched-by-anant-ambani-in-jamnagar/articleshow/108098838.cms
https://people.com/all-about-mukesh-ambani-children-8603971
https://www.ril.com/home
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Reliance-Industries-Limited
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/news/vantara-the-3000-acre-animal-shelter-launched-by-anant-ambani-in-jamnagar/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/news/vantara-the-3000-acre-animal-shelter-launched-by-anant-ambani-in-jamnagar/
https://cza.nic.in/uploads/documents/reports/english/AR_greenszoojam_2223.pdf
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/destinations/largest-zoo-in-the-world/
https://www.travelandleisureasia.com/in/destinations/largest-zoo-in-the-world/
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/costs-reliances-wildlife-ambitions
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/travel/travel-news/all-about-vantara-the-3000-acre-animal-shelter-launched-by-anant-ambani-in-jamnagar/articleshow/108098838.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/magazines/panache/a-glimpse-into-vantara-the-pet-project-of-anant-ambani-that-rescued-more-than-2000-animals/articleshow/108011895.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/magazines/panache/a-glimpse-into-vantara-the-pet-project-of-anant-ambani-that-rescued-more-than-2000-animals/articleshow/108011895.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/travel/travel-news/all-about-vantara-the-3000-acre-animal-shelter-launched-by-anant-ambani-in-jamnagar/articleshow/108098838.cms
https://www.carrymypet.com/news/reliances-animal-welfare-initiative-vantara-unveiled-by-anant-ambani
https://nabsindia.org/profiles/brijkishor.html
https://www.ril.com/ar2023-24/natural-capital.html
https://wapfsa.org/greens-zoological-rescue-and-rehabilitation-centre-annual-report-2022-2023/
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/anant-ambani-radhika-merchant-new-pic-cruise-party-pre-wedding-bash-2554805-2024-06-18
https://www.thetimes.com/world/asia/article/inside-the-pre-wedding-of-the-year-for-indias-richest-family-zndqrdm3b
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For the majority of international onlookers, the videos and images taken at these celebrations 
offered the first opportunity to take a glimpse of a facility described as the world’s largest private 
zoo and rehabilitation centre.   
 

 

The  event highlights two hundred captive elephants - https://www.thetimes.com/world/asia/article/inside-the-pre-
wedding-of-the-year-for-indias-richest-family-zndqrdm3b 
 
So-called international “A-listers” included Mark Zuckerberg, Hillary Clinton, Bob Iger, and Bill 
Gates who were among the more than one thousand guests. The itinerary included themes linked 
to the wild animals in the Zoo including a cocktail party and a trail featuring live animals on the 
first day. On the second day the dress code was jungle fever. Guests were invited to take a walk 
on the wild side. On the third day guests were invited to  spend the afternoon surrounded by the 
wonders of nature, including, at the time, more than two hundred elephants, three hundred big 
cats and one hundred and twenty reptiles. 
 

 
https://www.reddit.com/r/BollyBlindsNGossip/comments/1b91qyf/the_picture_of_ivanka_with_an_elephant_is_do
wn/?rdt=46315 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/travel/travel-news/all-about-vantara-the-3000-acre-animal-shelter-launched-by-anant-ambani-in-jamnagar/articleshow/108098838.cms
https://www.thetimes.com/world/asia/article/inside-the-pre-wedding-of-the-year-for-indias-richest-family-zndqrdm3b
https://www.thetimes.com/world/asia/article/inside-the-pre-wedding-of-the-year-for-indias-richest-family-zndqrdm3b
https://www.thetimes.com/world/asia/article/inside-the-pre-wedding-of-the-year-for-indias-richest-family-zndqrdm3b
https://www.thetimes.com/world/asia/article/inside-the-pre-wedding-of-the-year-for-indias-richest-family-zndqrdm3b
https://www.reddit.com/r/BollyBlindsNGossip/comments/1b91qyf/the_picture_of_ivanka_with_an_elephant_is_down/?rdt=46315
https://www.reddit.com/r/BollyBlindsNGossip/comments/1b91qyf/the_picture_of_ivanka_with_an_elephant_is_down/?rdt=46315
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Prior to the pre-wedding celebrations a legal petition was launched to attempt to prohibit the 
displaying or exhibiting of animals held captive at Vantara. The petition alleged that the wellbeing 
of the two hundred elephants at Vantara might be at risk.  The two hundred elephants living at 
Vantara are apparently owned by a Hindu religious trust, the Radha Krishna Temple Elephant 
Welfare Trust, which safeguards the elephants who have been transferred to Vantara from 
various parts of India.  Legal counsel acting for the Trust said that no provision exists in law that 
prohibits the hosts from inviting guests to view the facilities set up for the animals, especially 
when the event is of a non-commercial nature.  The counsel further stated that the complex is a 
private property and that this was a once-off private, personal and non-commercial event, which 
was being held at various locations within the complex.  According to a 12 February 2024 article 
the Delhi High Court refused to entertain the merits of the petition. The division bench of the High 
Court comprising Justices Suresh Kumar Kait and Justice Girish Kathpalia found that “the present 
petition has been filed purely on the apprehension that some injury or ill treatment may be 
caused to the animals during the event scheduled on the 1st March 2024 to the 3rd March 2024. 
Such a petition cannot be entertained simply on the basis of apprehension”.  
 
The court, however, said that as a matter of precaution, the High-Powered Committee which had 
been formed two years before by the Tripura High Court for investigations into the affairs of the 
Trust could be present at the complex during the pre-wedding event to ensure that no “inhumane 
behaviour” is caused to the animals. The High Powered Committee to which the court was 
referring, was appointed in November 2022 by the High Court of Tripura to carry out a thorough 
and detailed physical inspection of the Shri Radhe Krishna Temple Elephant Welfare Trust.  
 
The appointment of the Committee was in response to Public Interest Litigation filed by Sudipa 
Nath, a practicing advocate from Agartala.  He sought an order relating to the past transfers and 
transport of elephants from Northeast India states to the Shri Radhe Krishna Temple Elephant 
Trust which is located at Jamnagar in Gujarat.  Furthermore, he sought to direct the authorities to 
reclaim the elephants from the Trust and remove them from a life of torture, suffering and cruelty. 
As part of the inspection, the High Court directed a proper DNA sequencing for new offspring to 
be conducted so as to identify and prevent capture of young elephants from the wild.  
 
In March 2023, the Supreme Court extended the Committee’s jurisdiction giving it a Pan-India 
mandate to deal with any approval or grievance when dealing the transfer, import or 
transportation of elephants bred in captivity. This was a result of a petitioner who approached 
the Supreme Court seeking clarification on a previous order of the court regarding the transfer / 
sale / gift / entrustment of wild and captive elephants within the State of Karnataka to private 
individuals, specifically the Radha Krishna Temple Elephant Welfare Trust. 
 
The main point of contention contained in the Public Interest Litigation, was that it was the State’s 
responsibility to care for abandoned or rescued elephants, and that such animals should not be 
entrusted to any private Trust. The petitioner sought clarification that the High Court and 
Supreme Court orders applied only to the elephant population in the state of Karnataka and not 
to any other state or territory.  
 
In response, the Radha Krishna Temple Elephant Welfare Trust, contended that such Public 
Interest Litigation, was baseless and furthermore found that such claims that were frequently 
filed by individuals acting with philanthropic goals of caring for abandoned or rescued elephants, 
was causing an unnecessary drain on their resources that could otherwise be used for the 
welfare of the rescued animals.  
 
 

https://www.newsclick.in/amazing-zoo-story
https://www.newzviewz.com/news-detail/the-radhe-krishna-temple-elephant-welfare-trust-provides-state-of-the-art-facilities-to-rescued-and-hurt-animals
https://www.newzviewz.com/news-detail/the-radhe-krishna-temple-elephant-welfare-trust-provides-state-of-the-art-facilities-to-rescued-and-hurt-animals
https://www.elephant.se/location2.php?location_id=2675
https://www.newsclick.in/amazing-zoo-story
https://www.newsclick.in/amazing-zoo-story
https://www.newsclick.in/amazing-zoo-story
https://www.newsclick.in/amazing-zoo-story
https://www.newsclick.in/amazing-zoo-story
https://nenews.in/tripura/tripura-high-court-appoints-high-powered-committee-shri-radhe-krishna-temple-elephant-welfare-trust-at-jamnagar-in-gujarat/288/
https://nenews.in/tripura/tripura-high-court-appoints-high-powered-committee-shri-radhe-krishna-temple-elephant-welfare-trust-at-jamnagar-in-gujarat/288/
https://nenews.in/tripura/tripura-high-court-appoints-high-powered-committee-shri-radhe-krishna-temple-elephant-welfare-trust-at-jamnagar-in-gujarat/288/
https://nenews.in/tripura/tripura-high-court-appoints-high-powered-committee-shri-radhe-krishna-temple-elephant-welfare-trust-at-jamnagar-in-gujarat/288/
https://nenews.in/tripura/tripura-high-court-appoints-high-powered-committee-shri-radhe-krishna-temple-elephant-welfare-trust-at-jamnagar-in-gujarat/288/
https://www.livelaw.in/top-stories/supreme-court-forms-committee-to-oversee-transferimport-of-wild-animals-in-india-223157
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/supreme-court-forms-hpc-on-inter-state-transfer-of-wild-animals-101677862736674.html
https://legal.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/industry/former-sc-judge-led-panel-to-decide-issues-connected-with-welfare-of-wild-animals-pan-india-sc/98411263
https://legal.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/industry/former-sc-judge-led-panel-to-decide-issues-connected-with-welfare-of-wild-animals-pan-india-sc/98411263
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The Trust clarified that it rescued and rehabilitated wild/captive elephants in need of long-term 
care due to injury/old age, abusive captivity, such as circuses and street begging, among other 
things.  The Trust also claimed that it was not a breeding facility and that it made no commercial 
profits from the rescued and rehabilitated animals. 
 
According to reports the Public Interest Litigation was dismissed by the Supreme Court, because 
it lacked merit.  The High Powered Committee appointed members included the Chairman, a 
retired Supreme Court Judge, Justice Deepak Verma,  Director General of Forests (Union of India), 
the Head of Project Elephant Division (MoEF), the Member Secretary (Central Zoo Authority of 
India), the Chief Wild Life Warden (State of Tripura) and the Chief Wild Life Warden (State of 
Tripura) (State of Gujarat).   
 
According to media reports, the Supreme Court stated that  that the High Powered Committee 
would not only advance the cause of wild animal welfare, care and rehabilitation, it would also 
reduce the number of frivolous Public Interest Litigation filed before various Courts.  The HPC-
led by Justice (Retired) Deepak Verma in its report, recommended the transfer of more 
elephants and other animals from Northeast to the Radha Krishna Temple Elephant Trust in 
Gujarat’s Jamnagar supported by Reliance Industries Limited. 
 
“The facilities, area and infrastructure of the (Radha Krishna Temple Elephant) Trust is unlike 
any other in India and in fact, it is one of its kind in the world. That being said, it would only make 
sense that more Elephants and other animals be transferred here who are in need of rescue, 
and require aid and/or treatment of any kind. The area of the Trust is quite big and can easily 
accommodate more animals in need of help,” the media report stated. 
 
It also stated that “all State and Central Authorities shall forthwith report seizure of wild 
animals or abandonment of captive wild animals to the Committee, and the Committee shall 
be free to recommend transfer of ownership of captive animals or seized wild animals to any 
willing rescue centre or zoo for their immediate welfare, care and rehabilitation.” 
 
Questions were raised about the suitability of the location of Vantara because Gujarat is hotter 
than many parts of India potentially making it unsuitable for many of the species imported to the 
zoo. However, according to the content found within the Annual Report for 2022/2023,  
arrangements are made for the animals to cope with the summer season.  These arrangements 
include: “eco-friendly thatching and shade nets are provided in the paddock areas to provide 
shelter and cooling.  HVAC systems are used to control the temperature in the night cells of the 
animals, animals are provided with sufficient water at all times to prevent dehydration.  Glucose, 
electrolytes, multivitamins and other supplements are added to drinking water and food. Rain 
guns are installed in enclosures and water is sprayed to keep the enclosure cool and moist.  
Foggers and misters are also installed depending on species requirements.  Water-rich fruits and 
vegetables such as cucumber, watermelon, musk melon, oranges, pineapples and mangoes are 
provided to bears, primates, birds and herbivores.” 
 
Vantara has also been established within the Reliance’s petrochemical complex.  The elephant 
camp is located within the green belt of Reliance Industries Jamnagar Refinery.  Concern has 
been raised about the quality of air for the elephants and other animals at the zoo, because, 
according to a 2016 circular from the Central Pollution Control Board, both oil refining and 
petrochemical manufacturing are highly polluting industries.  
 

https://legal.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/industry/former-sc-judge-led-panel-to-decide-issues-connected-with-welfare-of-wild-animals-pan-india-sc/98411263
https://api.sci.gov.in/supremecourt/2021/25103/25103_2021_1_14_44463_Order_12-May-2023.pdf
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2023/03/13/sc-upholds-tripua-hc-constitution-committee-for-animal-welfare-legal-research-legal-news-updates/
https://api.sci.gov.in/supremecourt/2021/25103/25103_2021_1_14_44463_Order_12-May-2023.pdf
https://hubnetwork.in/sc-appoints-high-power-committee-to-shift-more-elephants-from-northeast-to-other-states/
https://www.scconline.com/blog/post/2023/03/13/sc-upholds-tripua-hc-constitution-committee-for-animal-welfare-legal-research-legal-news-updates/
https://hubnetwork.in/sc-appoints-high-power-committee-to-shift-more-elephants-from-northeast-to-other-states/
https://hubnetwork.in/sc-appoints-high-power-committee-to-shift-more-elephants-from-northeast-to-other-states/
https://www.verdictum.in/court-updates/supreme-court/state-central-authorities-report-seizure-abandonment-of-wild-animals-to-committee-1465445
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/costs-reliances-wildlife-ambitions
https://cza.nic.in/uploads/documents/reports/english/AR_greenszoojam_2223.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/costs-reliances-wildlife-ambitions
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/costs-reliances-wildlife-ambitions
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Between 2019 to date, the Radhe Krishna Temple Elephant Welfare Trust and GZRRRC have 
amassed what is described as an extraordinary assemblage of wildlife, including multiple 
endangered species.  The Central Zoo Authority stated that GZRRC started, according to the 
exact terminology of the content, “with an opening stock of 1873 animals and during 2022 – 2023 
acquired a further 1946 animals, the latest Annual Reports confirm that the amount of 
acquisitions of wild animals from other countries has grown exponentially.  
 
According to the 2022 – 2023 Annual Report “the GZRRC has focused its activities on providing 
life-time care to the animals rescued from Forest Department and Rescue centre who have 
themselves rescued animals from areas where there has been human-wildlife conflict and other 
reasons but do not have resources to keep them for a lifetime.” Furthermore, GZRRC has, 
according to the content of the Annual Report, “provided a haven for animals seized by various 
government authorities, and from zoos who have animals beyond their carrying capacity and 
have no resources to keep them. Their focus also includes the conservation and breeding of 
endangered species.” 
 
 
Vantara boasts “a state-of-the-art Elephant Rescue Centre, and states that they are specifically 
addressing the plight of elephants endangered due to relentless hunting for their tusks.”   
 
According to an article published by the Global Initiative Against Transnational Organised Crime, 
India is home to between fifty and sixty per cent of Asia’s wild elephants. Operation Shikkar is an 
extensive enforcement and investigative initiative undertaken by the Kerala Forest Department 
in 2015. In 2022 it was reported that over the previous three years, there had been ninety seizures 
of ivory reported in India and twenty-nine cases of elephant poaching.  
 
According to the article, “the elephant hospital within the Elephant Rescue Centre is equipped 
with advanced medical facilities, including portable x-ray and laser machines, a pathology lab, 
and a hyperbaric oxygen chamber.”   The centre boasts of “a five hundred member staff, 
comprising of veterinarians, nutritionists, and pathologists, who work tirelessly to ensure the 
wellbeing of the over two hundred elephants in captivity, offering treatments such as 
hydrotherapy pools a large elephant jacuzzi.” 
 
On the 20th January 2025, the Assam Principal Chief Conservator of Forest Wildlife, Vinay Gupta, 
confirmed that twenty elephants were transferred from the Namsai district Arunanchal Pradesh 
with the permission of The High-Powered Committee to Vantara,  a journey of more than 3500 
kilometres. “This rescue operation has been conducted with the full consent of the current 
owners of the elephants.  The elephants will soon find their permanent home at Vantara, an 
environment that naturally mirrors their native habitat, where they will live chain-free and will 
never be forced into labour”.  
 
Journalist and environmental and animal welfare activist, Apurba Ballav Goswami,  questioned 
the transfer of the elephants with the promise of care and rehabilitation.  “If the Reliance Group 
is really worried about the welfare of such elephants, they should open centres in Assam and 
Arunachal Pradesh, instead of taking them so far away from their homes.”  Apurba Ballav 
Goswami has been awarded the prestigious Bharat Gaurav Award in recognition of his relentless 
contributions to environmental conservation.  
 
 
 

https://www.proelephantnetwork.org/2025/02/24/greens-zoological-rescue-and-rehabilitation-centre-annual-report-2022-2023/
https://www.proelephantnetwork.org/2025/02/24/greens-zoological-rescue-and-rehabilitation-centre-annual-report-2022-2023/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/travel/travel-news/all-about-vantara-the-3000-acre-animal-shelter-launched-by-anant-ambani-in-jamnagar/articleshow/108098838.cms
https://globalinitiative.net/analysis/india-ivory-poachers-hawk-kerala-tech/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Shikkar
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/29-elephant-poaching-cases-in-3-years-centre/article65762352.ece
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/travel/travel-news/all-about-vantara-the-3000-acre-animal-shelter-launched-by-anant-ambani-in-jamnagar/articleshow/108098838.cms
https://cza.nic.in/uploads/documents/reports/english/AR_greenszoojam_2223.pdf
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/assam/assam-activists-question-transport-of-21-captive-elephants-to-reliance-run-vantara-in-gujarat-3366220
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/assam/assam-activists-question-transport-of-21-captive-elephants-to-reliance-run-vantara-in-gujarat-3366220
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/assam/assam-activists-question-transport-of-21-captive-elephants-to-reliance-run-vantara-in-gujarat-3366220
https://www.pratidintime.com/national/assams-apurba-ballav-goswami-conferred-with-bharat-gaurav-award-8694223
https://www.pratidintime.com/national/assams-apurba-ballav-goswami-conferred-with-bharat-gaurav-award-8694223
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Assam Legislative Assembly member, Akhil Gogoi of Raijor Dal, slammed the Bharatiya Janata 
Party led government, for allowing the elephants to be transported to Gujarat.  “Not a single 
animal should be taken out of the region.  The government must bring back all those back and 
take responsibility for their welfare.” 
 

 
 

 
Source: https://www.deccanherald.com/india/assam/assam-activists-question-transport-of-21-captive-elephants-
to-reliance-run-vantara-in-gujarat-3366220 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assam_Legislative_Assembly
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/assam/assam-activists-question-transport-of-21-captive-elephants-to-reliance-run-vantara-in-gujarat-3366220
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/assam/assam-activists-question-transport-of-21-captive-elephants-to-reliance-run-vantara-in-gujarat-3366220
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/assam/assam-activists-question-transport-of-21-captive-elephants-to-reliance-run-vantara-in-gujarat-3366220
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Vantara is allowed to keep captive elephants due to a recent change in Indian law. The Wildlife 
Protection Act of 1972 prohibited the commercial trade of elephants, however an amendment in 
the act was proposed in 2022. On the 14th March 2024 the new Captive Elephant Transfer or 
Transport Rules that regulate the transport and transfer of elephants from one State to another 
in India were announced.   
 
One of the new conditions is that owners must submit that they are no longer in a position to 
maintain the elephant and that it must be assured of better upkeep than its present 
circumstances.  
 
Under the new Rules, the Chief Wildlife Warden of a State can permit the transport of captive 
elephants within a State or between States.  The Rules are, according to the article, ambiguous 
in terms of what adequate facilities entail, how the elephants will be transported and over what 
distance.  It has been questioned whether these new measures will help elephants find a suitable 
home at the forest department facilities (a more conducive environment) if a private owner is 
incapable of caring for them.   In addition the question was raised if these new Rules abet the 
illegal trade of a CITES Scheduled 1 species.  The amendment in the law allows individuals to 
keep elephants for “religious or any other purposes” which activists say is a vague term and could 
lead to exploitation of animals, according to the content of the article.  
 
The amendments have eased the trade and transport of elephants, which was previously 
disallowed.  The article also states that “This has had a terrible effect on elephant conservation 
and welfare. Elephants are being moved across the country for the zoo in Gujarat as well as to 
temples and other places.”   
 
“Elephants should be conserved in wildlife reserves and captive facilities close to their natural 
habitats and certainly not be held captive in Gujarat for anyone’s whim for public display and 
entertainment.” said Dr Raman, senior nature scientist with the Nature Conservation Foundation 
in Mysuru, southern India.  
 
There are nearly 30 000 elephants in the wild in India according to the last survey conducted in 
2017, while more than 2600 elephants are being held captive in the country, according to the 
Ministry of Environment.  Of these, about 1821, are under private ownership, being used for 
tourism, entertainment and religious purposes or temple processions, mainly in southern India.  
 
Captive elephants have, historically, been subjected to torture.  They live in abysmal conditions, 
are chained, hardly get any exercise or proper diets and are often subjected to noise.  
 
According to PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals) in India, Vantara has worked 
hard to provide the elephants with a suitable environment. “From what we have managed to see, 
Vantara has made every effort possible to ensure the elephants get to live in an environment as 
close to their natural needs as can be reasonable expected at any rescue centre”. 
 
On the other hand others have questioned whether a privately owned zoo is the best way to 
rehabilitate elephants. “It’s completely misguided and shows a vacuous appreciation of animals 
and wildlife” said Dr T Shankar Raman. “When people worldwide are rethinking keeping animals 
in zoos, the last thing India needs is another zoo, and that too a private megazoo.  This is 
antithetical to conservation. It is not merely one rich man’s indulgence, this is a rich man’s fetish 
with potentially disastrous consequences.”  

https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/asia/2024/06/14/anant-ambani-vantara-elephant-zoo/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/environment/bringing-1000-elephants-to-jamnagar-makes-no-sense-raman-sukumar/article67990072.ece
https://frontline.thehindu.com/environment/bringing-1000-elephants-to-jamnagar-makes-no-sense-raman-sukumar/article67990072.ece
https://frontline.thehindu.com/environment/bringing-1000-elephants-to-jamnagar-makes-no-sense-raman-sukumar/article67990072.ece
https://frontline.thehindu.com/environment/bringing-1000-elephants-to-jamnagar-makes-no-sense-raman-sukumar/article67990072.ece
https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/asia/2024/06/14/anant-ambani-vantara-elephant-zoo/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/environment/bringing-1000-elephants-to-jamnagar-makes-no-sense-raman-sukumar/article67990072.ece
https://frontline.thehindu.com/environment/bringing-1000-elephants-to-jamnagar-makes-no-sense-raman-sukumar/article67990072.ece
https://frontline.thehindu.com/environment/bringing-1000-elephants-to-jamnagar-makes-no-sense-raman-sukumar/article67990072.ece
https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/asia/2024/06/14/anant-ambani-vantara-elephant-zoo/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/asia/2024/06/14/anant-ambani-vantara-elephant-zoo/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/asia/2024/06/14/anant-ambani-vantara-elephant-zoo/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/asia/2024/06/14/anant-ambani-vantara-elephant-zoo/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/asia/2024/06/14/anant-ambani-vantara-elephant-zoo/
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Raman Sukumar is an honorary professor at the Indian Institute of Science, he is the India’s 
leading elephant ecologist, architect of Project Elephant, former chair of the IUCN Asian 
Elephant Specialist Group, the author of several books and scientific papers, and member 
of the standing committee of the National Board for Wildlife. 
 
Raman Sukumar has expressed his concerns about the elephants and Vantara.  
 
“With the enormous financial resources available, Vantara could potentially have been a game 
changer for captive and perhaps wild elephants in the country if they had adopted a more all-
encompassing vision.  To me, bringing 200 or 1000 elephants to Jamnagar makes no sense. 
The main problem is the concentration of a large number of captive elephants, I see no purpose 
in that.  The real role of captive elephants is for them to be integrated with management and 
conservation of the wild population. I would have favoured Vantara in investing in different 
models of welfare of elephants in captivity across the country.   
 
The role of captive elephants cannot be reduced to singularity, the welfare of elephants in one 
location and by one person. 
 
The rescued captive elephants are used by forest department veterinarians to travel through the 
jungles or are trained to drive away wild elephants from human habitats. These roles would be 
lost if these captive elephants were kept at a facility like Vantara. It is important to understand 
the different regions and nuances of diversity of elephant cultures and situations and not feeding 
all elephants with high protein. It does not work like this. We need a broad and practical vision of 
how we improve the conditions and determine the future role of captive elephants.  There is a 
lack of focus on what should be done to captive elephants and their welfare management.” 
 
Several activists have also filed petitions at courts demanding a halt to the transfer of elephants 
to Vantara while many villagers in Odisha, Assam and Maharashtra states have opposed 
transfers of elephants from their natural habitat.  
 
In September 2024, in response to the severe drought in Namibia, Anant Ambani offered 
assistance to the Namibian government.  In a letter directed to Namibian officials, the CEO of 
Vantara expressed grave concern over the potential culling of animals to manage the impact of 
the drought. Vantara sought the opportunity to work closely with the Namibian government and 
urged the authorities to consider their proposal.   
 

https://frontline.thehindu.com/environment/bringing-1000-elephants-to-jamnagar-makes-no-sense-raman-sukumar/article67990072.ece
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/wildlife-biodiversity/dte-impact-assam-based-activist-writes-to-supreme-court-demands-transparency-on-elephant-transfer-to-vantara-96142
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/wildlife-biodiversity/dte-impact-assam-based-activist-writes-to-supreme-court-demands-transparency-on-elephant-transfer-to-vantara-96142
https://m.economictimes.com/news/company/corporate-trends/anant-ambanis-vantara-foundation-reaches-out-to-namibia-to-prevent-wildlife-loss-amid-drought/articleshow/113071198.cms
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Source: https://www.instagram.com/p/C_gIXCTzFqS/?igsh=MXJldW5hbDNoYzdjeQ== 
 
In November 2024, it was announced that three African forest elephants from Tunisia’s Friguia 
Park were being relocated to Vantara due to financial constraints at the zoo. According to the 
article, the elephants are aged 28 to 29 and require specialized medical treatment for untreated 
skin conditions and dental issues.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.instagram.com/p/C_gIXCTzFqS/?igsh=MXJldW5hbDNoYzdjeQ==
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/vantara-to-welcome-3-african-elephants-from-tunisia-to-experience-new-life-of-care-and-compassion/articleshow/114886216.cms
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According to the article all regulatory and legal compliance with national and international law 
including the requirements of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) has been completed. The elephants will be transported to India via 
a chartered cargo aircraft. For a link to the video of the elephants arriving in India and of them at 
Vantara see:  
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DByX6MkNAjq/?igsh=ZTl0ZXNiMDdvaGwx 
 
In October 2021 PREN addressed an urgent and detailed communication to the Director of the 
National Zoological Park in Delhi with regard to their concern for the welfare and wellbeing of 
Shankar an African bull elephant held captive at Delhi Zoo. 
 
On the 8th October 2024 the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA) suspended the 
membership of the Delhi Zoo due to the concerns over Shankar’s welfare, primarily, according to 
media reports, because he was kept in chains and because he was living in solitude.  

 
On the 11th October 2024, according to media reports, he was released from the chains and able 
to walk freely in his enclosure.   Union Minister of State for Environment reviewed Shankar’s 
health and habitat conditions with officials from the Environment Ministry and experts from 
Vantara, the Jamnagar-based wildlife facility of the Reliance Group.   
 
The Minister’s initiative aimed at improving Shankar’s health includes, according to the media 
report, behavioral monitoring by veterinary experts and mahouts. 
 
It was also reported that days after the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums suspended 
Delhi Zoo’s membership due to concerns about the mistreatment of Shankar, Botswana stepped 
forward with a promise to send a female elephant to accompany him.   
 
According to the media report, Union Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change said that he had reached out to several countries, including South Africa, Zimbabwe, 
Uganda, Zambia, Tanzania, Namibia, Kenya and Botswana about finding a companion for 
Shankar.  
 
On the 1st November 2024, Youth for Animals announced on their petition, titled Help Free 
Shankar from the Decades of Solitary Confinement in the Delhi Zoo, that Vantara has agreed to 
adopt Shankar if the High Powered Committee allows the transfer.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/vantara-to-welcome-3-african-elephants-from-tunisia-to-experience-new-life-of-care-and-compassion/articleshow/114886216.cms
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DByX6MkNAjq/?igsh=ZTl0ZXNiMDdvaGwx
https://www.proelephantnetwork.org/2021/10/30/shankar/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/delhi-zoos-lone-african-elephant-shankar-released-from-chains/article68744808.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/delhi-zoos-lone-african-elephant-shankar-released-from-chains/article68744808.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/delhi-zoos-lone-african-elephant-shankar-released-from-chains/article68744808.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/delhi-zoos-lone-african-elephant-shankar-released-from-chains/article68744808.ece
https://www.dailypioneer.com/2024/india/botswana-steps-in-to-provide-female-companion-to-delhi-zoo---s-elephant--shankar.html
https://www.change.org/p/freeshankardelhizoo-help-free-shankar-26-year-old-male-african-elephant-from-his-solitary-confinement-at-the-delhi-zoo-follow-our-campaign-page-for-updates-bit-ly-freeshankar/u/33004586
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https://www.change.org/corgi/assets/ 
 

https://www.change.org/corgi/assets/


 13 

 
Pro Elephant Network Experts Voice Concern  
 
The acquisition of animals by GZRRC is not limited to India, the Annual Report 2023/2024 
confirms that they have imported a large amount of animals from outside the country. The annual 
report 2022/23 stated that GZRRC is initiating breeding programmes for Okapi, the Spix Macaw, 
the Lear’s Macaw, Asiatic lion and Cheetah.  They have, also, according to their Annual Report, 
signed MoUs for strategic partnerships with several prominent institutions.  
 
Vantara was awarded the Prani Mitra National Award by the Government of India in the Corporate 
category.  According to media reports published on the 27th February 2025, at the heart of this 
award is Vantara’s Elephant Care Center, for over 240 rescued elephants.  
 
In their report entitled EXPANSIVE, DIVERSE HABITATS ARE VITAL FOR THE WELFARE OF 
ELEPHANTS IN CAPTIVITY published in 2022, elephant experts, Rob Atkinson and Keith Lindsay 
suggested that “100ha or more of diverse, natural habitat would offer individual elephants the 
opportunity to live fulfilling lives. Such enclosures are one or two orders of magnitude greater 
than the 1 to 10ha enclosures currently found in UK zoos.” 
  
Vantara claims that its elephants are housed in “998 acres of specially designed forest” which 
PREN presumes refers to the Radhe Krishna Temple Elephant Welfare Trust’s “Elephant Welfare 
Centre”. That is an estimated 400 hectares, which is a sizeable area. However, it’s not at all clear 
to PREN exactly where this area is, what it consists of, whether all elephants have access to all 
of it or whether they are segregated, and how such a big group is managed. The original plan for 
the GZRRC suggests that there is an area designated for ‘African elephant’ which says it’s 7,000 
square meters or 0.7 hectares, which seems to be very small. 
 
PREN would therefore welcome an independent verification of the entire elephant facility or 
admittance to the entire elephant facility and nursery by PREN experts.   
 
PREN is concerned about the allegations in media reports of questionable transfers of elephants 
from different parts of India and Vantara’s undue influence on state zoos in India.  
 
An investigative report published in the Himal South Asian Magazine,  states that the three 
protections against trafficking of wild elephants which mandated proof of heredity through DNA 
profiling, microchipping and the ban on wild captures has been diluted.  
 
The Members of PREN, by virtue of its mandate, are also concerned about the potential ethical 
and welfare concerns associated with exhibiting elephants in captivity. A careful, independent 
analysis of this project’s approach to elephant wellbeing and welfare and Vantara’s ethical 
guidelines is required.  
 
As with all captive facilities where the climatic environment plays an important role, PREN is 
concerned about the ethical and sustainability of the vast artificial environment that has had to 
be created, according to its own media releases and reports,  at Vantara because of the extreme 
climate of the location of the facility. It may be beneficial to conduct a face to face meeting of 
PREN and Vantara elephant experts at Vantara and a tour of the elephant camp at Vantara.  
   
Vantara’s long-term financial sustainability also requires careful consideration, such as the 
funding model, the impact on local communities, and the ability to sustain a high standard of 
animal care.  

https://cza.nic.in/uploads/documents/reports/hindi/AR_gzzrjamnagar_2324.pdf
https://www.news18.com/india/anant-ambanis-passion-project-vantara-wins-prestigious-national-prani-mitra-award-for-excellence-in-animal-welfare-ws-d-9243009.html
https://sg.headtopics.com/news/critics-not-wild-about-private-zoo-set-up-by-indian-49495215
https://boroktimes.com/assam-anant-ambanis-jamnagar-elephant-rescue-claims-spark-controversy/
https://www.himalmag.com/politics/reliance-ambani-anant-elephants-wildlife-vantara-radhe-krishna-trust-greens
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PREN members believe that Vantara could also utilize its vast resources to examine elephant 
habitat loss, elephant poaching and the illegal wildlife trade in India and abroad. This broad 
approach could serve the conservation the world’s natural environment for elephants way 
beyond rescue and rehabilitation. 
 
 

Vantara and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
 
CITES is an international agreement between governments, its aim is to ensure that the 
international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten the survival of the 
species.  
 
Wildlife Animal Protection Forum of South Africa has questioned a loophole in CITES, which, in 
their opinion undermines the very intention of CITES. The intention of CITES has always been to 
ensure that the trade in endangered species is tightly regulated, including a requirement that 
critically endangered species cannot be traded for commercial purposes. Despite this clear 
intention, commercial trade in critically endangered animals continues by simply entering 
purpose code Z (which applies to zoos), rather than purpose code T (which applies to commercial 
transactions). 
 
Currently there are legitimate concerns within CITES regarding the large amounts of different 
species of wild animals that are being imported to GZZRC and potential non-compliance issues 
(see below).  
 
Consideration of India as a potential compliance case under CITES because of imports to 
GZRRC 
 
In terms of Vantara, “Trade of live animals to India” was first discussed at the 77th Meeting of 
the CITES Standing Committee (SC77) in November 2023  as a potential case of non-
compliance involving India. This is from the Document prepared by the CITES 
Secretariat:: https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/E-SC77-33-01_2.pdf : 
 
26. The Secretariat has received information related to live animal imports into India, including 
specimens of critically endangered species included in CITES Appendix I. On 28 July 2023, the 
Greens Zoological, Rescue& Rehabilitation Centre Society (GZRRC) of India visited the CITES 
Secretariat. Their representatives explained that, in recent years, GZRRC has rescued animals in 
difficult conditions outside India and imported them to India from various countries. 
 
27. In September/October 2021, the Secretariat received several consultations from the 
Management and Scientific Authorities of Mexico regarding the trade from Mexico to India of 
confiscated specimens of species included in Appendix I, namely: 10 Leopardus pardalis, 10 
Leopardus wiedii, 10 Herpailurus yagouaroundi- 
The transaction also included 10 Lynx rufus, 19 Puma concolor, 8 Phoenicopteurs ruber, 30 
Ramphastos sulfuratus and 10 Ursus americanus (Appendix II). The total number of live 
specimens amounts to 98, which represents a considerable amount. 
  

https://cites.org/eng
https://wapfsa.org/vantara/
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/E-SC77-33-01_2.pdf
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28. At the time of the consultations, the Secretariat invited the attention of the authorities to the 
making of adequate legal acquisition findings for those transactions and the implementation of 
the recommendations contained in Resolution Conf. 17.8 (Rev. CoP19) on Disposal of illegally 
traded and confiscated specimens of CITES-listed species, in particular paragraphs 3 and 8. 
  
29. More recently, the Secretariat was contacted by the Asociación de Zoológicos, Criaderos y 
Acuarios de México A.C. (AZCARM) which, in association with Ostok Sanctuary I.A.P. and GZRRC, 
is planning to export a significant number of hippopotamuses (Hippopotamus amphibius) from 
Colombia to Mexico and India AZCARM expressed concerned about the resistance of CITES 
authorities in Mexico to grant the required permits. 
  
30. Three specific questions were raised by GZRRC in connection with these transactions: 
a) the question of the application of the purpose codes for transactions concerning CITES-listed 
species; 
b) the feasibility under CITES to import specimens of the feral population of hippopotamus from 
Colombia to the GZRRC facilities in India; and 
c) the feasibility under CITES to import specimens of African elephants from Germany to the 
GZRRC facilities in India. 
  
31. With regards to the transactions mentioned above, the Secretariat has received information 
from sources in Mexico and the Central, South America and Caribbean region expressing 
concerns about the legality of those transactions and the methods used to obtain CITES 
documents. 
 
32. Pursuant to Article II, paragraph 1, Articles III, IV and VI and Resolution Conf. 14.3 (Rev. 
CoP19) on CITES compliance procedures, the Secretariat would like to provide in-country 
assistance to manage identified vulnerabilities, conduct a technical assessment and a 
verification mission to India to understand how the CITES authorities ensure that live animals of 
CITES-listed species are traded in full compliance with CITES requirements. The Secretariat 
wishes to keep close communication and strengthen the cooperation with India and Mexico on 
this potential case. 
  
The 78th CITES Standing Committee Meeting SC78 took place in Geneva in February 2025. again 
discussed compliance matters and agreed the following: (SC/(Summary Record: 
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/E-SC78-Sum-03_0.pdf) 
 
Regarding trade in live animals to India: 
 
d) noted the information provided by India, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and Mexico 
regarding the trade in live animals with purpose code Z to the facility of the Greens Zoological 
Rescue & Rehabilitation Center (GZRRC) in India; and requested the Secretariat to keep close 
communication and strengthen the cooperation with India on this potential case and, subject to 
the availability of external funds and human resources, accept an invitation from India to provide 
in-country assistance, conduct a technical assessment and a verification mission to understand 
how the CITES authorities ensure that live animal specimens are legally acquired and imported 
in full compliance with CITES and present its findings and recommendations to the Standing 
Committee; 
  
 
 
 

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/E-SC78-Sum-03_0.pdf
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Criticism of trade in Spix Macaws to India: 
  

• In 2022 the CITES Secretariat went on a technical mission to Germany, which included a 
visit to the parrot breeding facility of the Association for the conservation of threatened 
parrots (ACTP). This facility exported 26 Spix Macaws, Lear Macaws and other endemic 
and rare parrots to GZRRC in India in 2023. At the 77th meeting of the CITES Standing 
Committee (SC) this export was criticized by SC members, CITES Parties and NGOs. 
The CITES Secretariat highlighted “the degree of commerciality of the transactions” 
(Document SC77 Doc. 33.8  and https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/com/sc/77/E-
SC77-SR.pdf) 
Brazil, the only range state of Spix Macaws, which are extinct in the wild, issued a 
statement at SC77 (2023):https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/E-SC77-Inf-
37.pdf  expressing its strong disagreement with the export of Spix Macaws from Germany 
to GZRRC in India, which is no partner of Brazil’s conservation program for the species; 
Brazil also noted that its Management Authority was not consulted about this 
transaction, despite a Notification to this effect being in existence since 2001.  At SC78 
Brazil submitted another Document confirming its criticism of the Spix transfers to 
India:https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/SC/78/agenda/E-SC78-64.pdf 

 
 
The Wildlife Animal Protection Forum South Africa (WAPFSA) Raises Concerns with 
CITES About Exports of Appendix I and the volume of other Species from South Africa 
to Vantara  
 
On Thursday the 6th March 2025,  the Wildlife Animal Protection Forum of South Africa addressed 
an open letter to the Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment, the Director General of 
DFFE and the CITES Secretariat and Animals Committee with regard to the large quantities of 
species exported from South Africa to Vantara.  The letter referred to a document referencing the 
export of wild animals from South Africa to Vantara.  
 
 
 
 
For enquiries or further information: administrator@proelephantnetwork.org  

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/E-SC77-Inf-18.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/E-SC77-33-08.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/com/sc/77/E-SC77-SR.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/com/sc/77/E-SC77-SR.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/E-SC77-Inf-37.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/E-SC77-Inf-37.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/SC/78/agenda/E-SC78-64.pdf
https://wapfsa.org/vantara/
https://wapfsa.org/vantara/
mailto:administrator@proelephantnetwork.org

