
 

Per Electronic Communication 

Denise Verret 
Director Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens 
Lazoo.press@lacity.org 
membership@lazoo.org 

Dan Ashe 
President and CEO of Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
dashe@aza.org 

Craig Hoover 
Executive Vice President of Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
choover@aza.org 

US Department of Agriculture Animal, Plant Health and Inspection Service 
ace@aphis.usda.gov 

Friday 2nd May 2025 

Dear Ms Denise Verret, Mr Dan Ashe and Mr Craig Hoover, 

HAVE ALL THE OPTIONS FOR A RELOCATION TO A SANCTUARY, INSTEAD OF 
ANOTHER ZOO, BEEN CONSIDERED FOR ELEPHANTS BILLY AND TINA? 

The vision of the Pro Elephant Network (PREN) is a future in which all elephants can 
thrive in freedom and dignity in protected natural habitats as part of naturally functioning 
and evolving ecosystems. 

Our mission is to stop the capture and exploitation of elephants by humans and to 
advocate for the release of captive-held elephants back into natural spaces. Where 
freedom and reintegration back into wild areas is not possible PREN seeks the best 
ethical solutions in the most natural surroundings possible. The acceptability and viability 
of these ethics and conditions are to be evaluated relative to what the individual elephant 
would be able to experience in the wild. 
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The Pro Elephant Network (PREN) is therefore deeply disappointed and dismayed by 
the decision, formally announced on the 22nd April 2025, to transfer Billy and Tina to the 
Tulsa Zoo in Oklahoma. PREN joins a multitude of elephant experts and advocates 
calling for a more compassionate outcome for the last two remaining elephants living at 
the Los Angeles Zoo. 

This decision, jointly taken by the Los Angeles Zoo and the Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums, to transfer Billy and Tina to another zoo facility, is, in our joint expert opinion, 
ill-considered and illustrates a disregard for the wellbeing of Billy and Tina. PREN 
strongly believes that these elephants deserve to live in peace in a sanctuary after years 
of being on display in public whilst in solitary confinement and in captivity at a zoo. 

There are a number of elephant specific sanctuaries such as the Elephant Sanctuary in 
Tennessee, in the USA, the Global Sanctuary for Elephants in Brazil, or the Cambodia 
Wildlife Sanctuary to name but a few, that could potentially offer Billy and Tina the 
opportunity to be introduced to other elephants of different ages and sexes. Have any 
options for sanctuary been considered for these elephants instead of another zoo 
facility? 

In addition, Billy and Tina desperately require reprieve from constant public gaze, the 
aforementioned specialized elephant sanctuaries do not operate in a manner where 
public is integral to the footfall and viability of zoo economics. Elephants blossom in 
privacy and shrink under the constant public engagements, viewing and loss of private 
space which all has negative connotations on their health. 

Billy is forty years old and Tina is fifty-nine years old, according to the content of a media 
release by Defense of Animals, “Billy and Tina are in grave distress, suffering from 
severe medical conditions including foot and joint disease and chronic arthritis, both 
elephants display profound zoochosis, a condition marked by repetitive behaviors such 
as swaying, bobbing, and pacing, which are clear signs of psychological trauma and 
brain damage.” 

Whilst the newly constructed elephant facility at the Tulsa Zoo covers 17 acres it does 
not compare to the space and opportunity for purposeful rehabilitation of many elephant 
sanctuaries. 

Billy and Tina require a vast amount of space to remain physically and psychologically 
healthy and their continued captivity in a zoo will undoubtedly cause further, immense 
emotional and physical suffering. PREN unquestionably supports the numerous public 
requests for the urgent reconsideration of the aforementioned decision, and strongly 
advocates for the release of Billy and Tina to sanctuary where their care and autonomy 
will be prioritized. 

If the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens and Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
make the ground-breaking decision to release Billy and Tina into sanctuary, this decision 
based upon the best available science, will be lauded by elephant experts from around 
the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed by the following Members of Pro Elephant 
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Network: 

 

Owais Awan Advocate of the High Court of Islamabad, India 

 

Professor David Bilchitz Director Animal Law Reform, South Africa  

Penny Banham Conservation Project Officer Born Free Foundation, UK   

 

Dr Brett Bard Veterinarian - South Africa 

Dr Jessica Bell Rizzolo Postdoctoral Researcher, the Conservation 

Criminology Lab, Dep of Fisheries and Wildlife, Michigan State University, 
USA 

Megan Carr Lead EMS Foundation Towards Freedom Programme, South Africa 

Janey Clegg Committee Member, SPCA Mutare, Zimbabwe 

Lenin Chisaira Founder, Advocates 4 Earth – Green Law Connect, Zimbabwe 

Dr Adam Cruise Investigative Journalist National Geographic Explorer, South Africa 

Dr Betsy Coville Exotic / Wildlife Animal Veterinarian, USA 

Dr Harvey Croze DPhil (Oxon) Collaborating Researcher Amboseli Trust for Elephants, Kenya 

Nomusa Dube Founder, Zimbabwe Elephant Foundation, United Kingdom 

David Ebert Advocate, Founder Weeping Elephant Project, USA 

Stefania Falcon Co-Director Green Group Simonstown, Founder Future 4 Wildlife Africa, South 

Africa 

Michele Franko Captive Elephant Caregiver and Advocate, USA 

Daniela Freyer Co-Founder Pro Wildlife, Germany 

Dr Toni Frohoff Ethologist and Behavioral Biologist, Founder of TerraMar Research – USA 

Suparna Baksi-Ganguly President and Co-Founder Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre, 

Bangalore,  India 

Dr Marion E. Garai Ethologist, Elephant Behavior Specialist, Director Elephant Reintegration Trust, 

South Africa 

Ms Georgina Groves Animal Welfare and Strategy Consultant Chair of the Board of Directors 
Crustacean Compassion 

Dr Ross Harvey Environmental Economist, South Africa 

Heike Henderson-Altenstein Co-Founder, Future for Elephants e.V., Germany 

Johanna Hamburger Animal Welfare Institute, Washington, USA 

 

 

 

 



Dr Michele Henley Co-Founder and Director Elephants Alive, South Africa 

Iris Ho Elephant Policy Consultant and Head of Campaigns and Policy for Pan African Sanctuary Alliance 
(PASA) 

Professor Bob Jacobs Neuroscience Researcher, Colorado College, USA 

Lynne James Independent, Elephant Conservation, Zimbabwe 

Sarah Jefferson Captivity Programme Information Officer Born Free Foundation UK 

Dr Mark Jones Veterinarian, Born Free Foundation, United Kingdom 

David Kabambo Founder Director of Peace for Conservation, Wildlife Management, Tanzania 

Dr Paula Kahumbu WildlifeDirect, Kenya, Africa 

Jim Karani Advocate, Lawyers for Animal Protection in Africa, Kenya 

Brigitte Uttar Kornetzky Founder Elefanten in Not, Switzerland/India 

Professor Mohan Kharel Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu   

Dr Winnie Kiiru Founder, Conservation Kenya, Kenya 

Kahindi Lekalhaile Africa Network for Animal Welfare, Kenya 

Chris Lewis Captivity Research Officer Born Free Foundation UK 

Dr Patricia London Wildlife Veterinarian and Founder of Asian 

Elephant Wellness Project 

Dr Smaragda Louw Director, Ban Animal Trading, South Africa 

Sangita Iyer B.Sc., M.A., Founder of Voice for Asian Elephants Society, Nat Geo Explorer and 
Wildlife Filmmaker, Canada 

Linda Masudze Advocate 4 Earth, Zimbabwe 

Duncan McNair Lawyer, CEO of Save The Asian Elephants 

Varda Mehrotra Co-Founder, Samayu, A Just World, India 

Brett Mitchell Chairman Elephant Reintegration Trust 

Dr Cynthia Moss Director, Amboseli Trust for Elephants – Kenya 

Dr Nurzhafarina Binti Othman Founder Seratu Aatai, Elephant Conservation and Research Co-
Ordinator HUTAN-KOCP, Malaysia 

Tina Papadopoulou Biologist, Co-Founder of Friends of Bunka 

Michele Pickover Executive Director EMS Foundation, South Africa  

 

 

 

 
 



 

Sharon Pincott Elephant Behavioural Specialist, ex-Hwange, Zimbabwe 

Dr Jessica Bell Rizzolo Researcher, Conservation Criminology Lab, Department Fisheries and 

Wildlife, Michigan State University, USA 

Bharati Ramachandran CEO of the Federation of Indian Animal Protection Organisations, India 

Ian Redmond OBE Founder, African Ele-Fund and Elefriends Campaign, Chairman of Ape Alliance 
and Co-founder of Rebalance Earth, United Kingdom 

Dr Jan Schmidt-Burbach Veterinarian, Head of Wildlife Research and Animal Welfare, World 
Animal Protection International 

Dr DJ Schubert Wildlife Biologist, Animal Welfare Institute, USA 

Mark Stratton Investigative Journalist, Founder of Friends of Bunka 

Dr Liz Tyson Animal Welfare Law, Programs Director, Born Free USA 

Vasanthi Vadi Trustee of the Federation of Indian Animal Protection Organisations,  

India 

 
Antoinette Van Der Water Founder Bring the Elephants Home  

 
Amy Wilson Director Animal Law Reform, South Africa 

Prof Dan Wylie Rhodes University - South Africa 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Megan Carr  
PREN Administrator 
Email: administrator@proelephantnetwork.org 
Mobile: +27 832511978 
Website: https://www.proelephantnetwork.org/ 
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